





Literacy in Florida

Studies Examine Florida’s Adult Education System

In 2010, Florida’s Office of Program Policy Analysis and
Government Accountability (OPPAGA) was directed by the

Florida Legislature to examine the adult education programs

operated by school districts and Florida Colleges. The
following OPPAGA reports were released in December.

1.) Profile of Florida’s Public Workforce Education
Program Providers by Service Area

Report Highlights:

¢ Florida’s workforce education programs help individuals
attain skills needed to become or remain economically
selfsufficient. These programs provide training designed
to meet local and state workforce needs and help Florida
compete in the global economy by building a broadly
based, highly skilled and productive workforce.

* Workforce education programs include both
postsecondary career education and adult education
programs. Postsecondary career education programs
prepare individuals for specific occupations and award
various credentials upon completion. In the 200809
school year, Florida’s school districts and colleges served

approximately 187,000 students. Adult general education

programs provide literacy, basic skills and English
language training to help individuals improve their job

performance and/or move to higher paying jobs. Districts

and colleges served approximately 320,000 students in
adult education programs in the 200809 school year.

* School districts also provide career education programs
for high school students that enable students to earn
industry certifications and postsecondary credit. High
school students may take career education courses to
earn secondary credit, or they may participate in dual
enrollment opportunities with a district technical center
or college to earn postsecondary credit. School districts

and colleges have local authority to decide what workforce

education programs to provide in their service areas and
how to organize program delivery. As a result, workforce
education programs vary throughout the state, as does the
division of responsibility between districts and colleges.

This report profiles each college service area, detailing
which entity (school district or college) provides workforce
education programs and enrollment numbers for these
programs during the 200809 school year. The report also
includes a list of any programs that were duplicated by the
college and district in the same county.

2.) Consolidating Workforce Education Would Bring

More Uniformity; Mixed Results on Whether Evidence
Supports Other Stakeholder Arguments

Report Highlights:

Currently, school districts and Florida colleges share
responsibility for state funded workforce and adult
education programs. Recently there have been proposals
to give colleges responsibility for all postsecondary career
education programs and school districts responsibility for
all adult education programs.

Such a reorganization could have advantages and
disadvantages. It could produce more uniform policies
and practices, provide better alignment and articulation
of postsecondary career education programs, and increase
students’ access to financial aid. However, it could also
limit availability of open entry and open exit training
programs and reduce resource sharing between districts’
secondary and postsecondary career education programs.
Consolidating adult education programs under school
districts could help school districts’ efforts to address
dropout prevention and recovery.

Both studies are free to download at http://bit.ly/goxmVx.
Source: OPPAGA

Florida’s Refugee Services Program has extended an
open invitation to Florida’s adult education and literacy
providers to join one of seven refugee task forces located
throughout the state.

agencies, private notfor-profit organizations and mutual
assistance associations. Task force meetings focus on areas
such as: refugee program service needs and possible solu-

ration building among agencies, and sharing information
about events, funding opportunities and trainings.

Each taskforce typically meets six times per year. If you are
interested in participating please contact the coordinator
from your area.

Join Your Regional Refugee Task Force

Suncoast Region

(Tampa Bay Area)  Janet_Blair@dcf.state.fl.us

The participants are representatives of various government

tions to meet these needs, sharing of best practices, collabo-

Suncoast Region  Janet Blair, 813-558-5841
(Collier Ares) Janet_Blair@dcf.state.fl.us
Central Region Pedro Padua, 407-317-7336
(Orlando Areas) Pedro_Padua@dcf.state.fl.us
Southeast Region ~ Miriam Rosario, 561-837-5022
(Broward Area) Miriam_Rosario@dcf.state.fl.us
Southeast Region ~ Miriam Rosario, 561-837-5022

(Palm Beach Area) Miriam_Rosario@dcf.state.fl.us

Southern Region
(Miami Area)

Janet Blair, 813-558-5841

Adria Dilme, (305) 377-7518
Adria_Dilme@dcf.state.fl.us

Florida Literacy Hotline: (800) 237-5513



Funding Opportunities

Creative Ways Social Media Can Help Raise Funds and Awareness

Facebook users may have noticed this past December that
many users had changed their profile picture to that of a
favorite childhood cartoon character. These changes were
made in response to a unique campaign that sought to
encourage people to remember their childhoods, while also
joining the fight against child abuse. So what does changing
your Facebook picture have to do with actually fighting child
abuse’

This project was initiated by a volunteer who wanted to
bring general attention to violence against children. Soon
after child abuse prevention organizations began to see an
increase in donations. PreventChildAbuse.org, reported a
400 percent increase over normal donations levels due to the
Facebook campaign.

Social media sites, including Facebook and Twitter, have
proven to be effective in building new communities of
donors. Stacey Monk of Epic Change says her nonprofit
has raised nearly all of its money via Twitter, helping to
build classrooms in Tanzania, provide skills training and
buy school supplies. This medium has real potential to help
literacy programs connect with volunteers and potential
donors. If your organization has employed social media to
support your cause, we'd like to hear from you at FLC.

For more information about how nonprofits can maximize

the use of social media sites, check out the following websites.

Social-Media Workshop: How Nonprofit Groups Can Use

Online Tools to Build Awareness and Raise Money:
http://bit.ly/bxuVoe

Impact of Social Media on the Nonprofit Sector:
tinyurl.com/4bn9%4q3

Tips for Entering Your Nonprofit into the Social Media

Environment:

tinyurl.com/nu23f9
24 Tools for Fundraising with Social Media:

htpy//bit.ly/cuyxlF

Upcoming Grant Opportunities

Dollar General Adult Literacy Grants

Area of Interest: Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Adult Literacy Grants award funding to nonprofit organiza-
tions that provide direct service to adults in need of literacy
assistance. Organizations must provide help in one of the
following instructional areas:

 Adult Basic Education

* General Education Diploma Preparation
* English As A Second Language

URL: www.dollargeneral.com/dgliteracy/Pages/adult_
grants.aspx
Deadline: February 24 - Grants Up to $20,000

BJ’s Wholesale Charitable Foundation

Area of Interest: Support will be given to nonprofits that
provide academic and vocational opportunities for the
disadvantaged. These programs include the purchase of
supplies for literacy skills, tutoring and career development.
URL: www.bjs.com/bjs-charitable-foundation.content.
about_charitable.A.about_community2

Deadline: April 8

Grants Promote Financial Education

Area of Interest: The mission of the FINRA Investor
Education Foundation is to provide underserved
Americans with the knowledge, skills, and tools necessary

for financial success throughout life. The foundation is
especially interested in applications that focus on meeting
the financial and investor education needs of underserved
audiences, creating new marketing and distribution
channels for financial and investor education.

URL: www.finrafoundation.org/grants/general/
Deadline: Ongoing

The Verizon Foundation

Area of Interest: The Verizon Foundation is in the
business of improving lives in literacy, knowledge and a
readiness for the 21st Century. Verizon’s goal is to advance
student achievement through innovative technology that
increases educator effectiveness. Grants are provided

to help people increase their literacy and educational
achievement.

Award Amounts: $5,000 - $10,000

URL: foundation.verizon.com/grant/guidelines.shtml
Deadline: January Ist to the last business day of October

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida

and the Florida Literacy Coalition

Area of Interest: Available for family literacy and ESOL
organizations and school districts in Florida. See page 2 for
more information.

Award Amounts: Up to $5,000.

URL: www.floridaliteracy.org

www.floridaliteracy.org
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Literacy in the U.S.

Free Tax Return Preparation and Earned Income Tax Credit Information

-

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program offers free tax help
to people who need assistance in

preparing their tax returns. Certified
volunteers sponsored by various
organizations receive training to

help prepare basic tax returns in
communities across the country. VITA
sites are generally located at community
and neighborhood centers, libraries,
schools, shopping malls and other
convenient locations. Most locations
also offer free electronic filing.

The earned income tax credit (EITC)
is a federal tax credit provided to low-to
moderate-income workers. This credit

is not automatically issued; people who
wish to receive the EITC must apply for
it when they file their federal income
taxes. This tax credit can have a great
impact on families in our state. A single
parent with two children, with an
income of $40,363, can receive up to

$5,000 in the form of a tax refund.

To find a VITA site near you or to get
more information about the Earned
Income Tax Credit, call 1-800-829-

1040, or visit www.irs.gov.

Report Focuses on Adult English Language Learners with Limited Literacy

Adult English language learners who lack native language
literacy skills often encounter special challenges in their lives
and their efforts to learn English. Educators are challenged
by how best to help these adults gain English literacy skills.

A National Institute for Literacy Report released last

fall examines a variety of research, including that on
language acquisition, cognition and brain functioning,

adult education, literacy development, and professional
development. Though research on this group of learners

is limited, this report suggests that these individuals

need programs and classes separate from those for other
beginninglevel ESOL learners, with special attention paid to
cultural influences and their experiences in school.

This paper addresses the following questions to offer
guidance on meeting the needs of this population:

* What are their language and literacy strengths and
needs!

* How do they differ from language learners with prior
schooling and native language literacy?

* What considerations are relevant for the programs in
which they enroll?

* What motivates them to learn English?

* What do teachers need to know to be effective with
them!

The report, entitled “Adult English Language Learners with

Limited Literacy,” is available for free at http://lincs.ed.gov/
publications/pdf/ELLpaper2010.pdf
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Adult English
Language Learners

with Limited Literacy

The Connection Between Domestic Violence and Financial Literacy

(Continued from Cover)

in a financial literacy curriculum, 88 percent of the
participants had set financial goals for themselves.
Additionally, more than three-quarters had created a budget,
over two-thirds reported they had begun paying off debts

or looked up their credit history, and 22 percent started a
retirement account (news.rutgers.edu/).

“Women with financial skills have an increased chance

of getting away from an abusive situation and sustaining
themselves and their families on a longterm basis,” said
Sue Else, president of National Network to End Domestic
Violence (www.csrwire.com).

“Programs focused on teaching women financial skills
positively impact domestic violence survivors’ lives,”

said Michele Coleman Mayes of the Allstate Insurance
Foundation. Allstate has created a financial literacy
curriculum in conjunction with the National Network to
End Domestic Violence (www.womensgazette.com).

The Florida Literacy Coalition website offers a variety of
financial literacy curriculum, worksheets and other resources
online at www.floridaliteracy.org

Florida Literacy Hotline: (800) 237-5113



Literacy in the U.S.

Obesity Rate High Among Low-Income Undereducated Women

New research indicates that education is a significant factor
in the growing rate of obesity in women. Women who have
less education and live in low-income households are more
likely to be obese than women with higher education and
income levels. Forty-two percent of women lacking a high
school diploma were obese, a rate 19 percent higher than
women with a college education. “The less education you
have, the more likely you are to be obese,” said Cynthia
Ogden, a researcher and epidemiologist.

According to The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, one in three adults in the U.S. are obese.
Obesity is defined as 30 or more pounds over a healthy
weight.

The recent study, Obesity and Socioeconomic Status in Adults:
United States, 20052008, determined that income and
education impacted women’s rates of obesity more so then
men. Early speculation blames environmental factors such
as a lack of physical activity, access to parks and recreational
facilities, and easy access to fast and unhealthy food for the
rise in obesity. Others say lowerincome men tend to have
more physically demanding employment.

Obesity rates have grown in the past two decades at

Technology Corner:
Shorten Lengthy Web Addresses

23 Two websites, TinyURL.com and
%y, bit.ly provide free internet tools used
%
to shorten lengthy web addresses also

known as URLs.

Posting these URLs in email communications or
newsletters can be problematic as links that are several
lines long will often break and are difficult to manually
type without error. These tools also come in handy when
your space, or character count, is limited, like when using
Twitter (140 character limit).

For example, a direct link to information about the 2011
State Literacy Awards looks like this:

http://www.floridaliteracy.org/conference2011,/2011Guid

elinesNomination.pdf

We used TinyURL.com and reconfigured it into
http://tinyurl.com/236uj83

When shortened with TinyURL.com and bit.ly, the link
is truncated and simply redirects the user to the original
URL. Regardless of which link chosen, the user will still

get to the same web page.

staggering rates. A study released by the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation called F as in Fat: How Obesity Threatens
America’s Future 2010, reported that 38 states, including
Florida, have obesity rates over 25 percent.

People who are obese are at increased risk for type 2
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, hypertension, coronary
artery disease, stroke, sleep apnea and certain cancers.

“Understanding what you eat, how much you eat, that food
portions must be monitored, and that all food beverages
except water have calories, are all factors that play a role in
your health,” Ogden said.

The Florida Health Literacy Initiative works with literacy
organizations across the state to implement and expand
health literacy instruction. Staying Healthy is an ESOL
health literacy curriculum that includes lessons on nutrition.
If you would like to order Staying Healthy, please visit
www.floridaliteracy.org. County offices of Florida

WIC Nutrition Services for Women, Infants and Children
can also help schools and literacy organizations present
health information in English, Spanish and Creole.

For more information go to: www.doh.state.fl.us/family/
wic.

Resources
Interactive ESOL Games

Games including present tense, past simple, past
progressive, present perfect tense, conjunctions, passive vs.
active voice games, and more...
www.eslgamesworld.com/GrammarGames.html

Learning Chocolate

This web site aims to help students to memorize
vocabulary in an easy and efficient way, by using pictures,
sounds and games.

www.learningchocolate.com

Audio News Reader

The CBBC Newsround has an separate Accessible
Newsreader for much of their content that is attractively
designed and provides audio support for the text.
www.bbe.co.uk/cbbc/newsreader

Voz Me

A simple texttospeech tool, students just need to copy a
word a few sentences from something they’re reading and
paste it on one of these sites. They will immediately hear
the word pronounced. Students can do the same with
their own writing to double<check if it “sounds” right.
vozme.com/index.php’lang=en

www.floridaliteracy.org
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Quizaira Recio

Become a Member of the Florida Literacy Coalition and
Make a Difference for Literacy in Floridal!

BENEFITS INCLUDE:
Membership rates:
o Literacy resource packet N
* Discounted Florida Literacy Conference registration $25 Individual
* Membership reception at the Florida Literacy Conference
¢ Professional development opportunities $50 Organizational (with budgets under $200,000)
» FLC’s Literacy News print and e-newsletters

¢ Eligibility to submit nominations for the Florida Literacy Awards $75 Organizational (with budgets over $200,000)
* Membership certificate for organizational members only
And much more...

For more information, contact Erin Balleine, Resource Specialist, at balleine@floridaliteracy.org
or visit www.floridaliteracy.org and click on Become a Member




